VANCE

The DIRECTION,Issue

“My Lord God, | have no idea where | am going. | do not see the road ahead of me. | cannot
know for certain where it will end. Nor do | really know myself, and the fact that | think | am
following your will does not mean that | am actually doing so. But | believe that the desire to
please you does in fact please you and | hope that | have that desire in all that | am doing. And |
know that if | do this, you will lead me by the right road although | may know nothing about it.
Therefore will | trust you always though | may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death, | will
not fear, for you are ever with me and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.”

- Thomas Merton
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LOOK AT WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT ADVANCE!

“I couldn't put Advance-the gift issue down, nor did | want to. Well written and it was very obvious that a lot of planning went into

each story. You have all been given a special gift-sharing your God given blessing with us, and | thank you for that. | am extremely

proud of everyone at Aloma for their giving, of all types, money, sharing of selves, time and their support and prayers. | hope God
sees fit to keep blessing us. You are the earthly definition of Love.” Thanks, Chuck Noren




InThe Right Direction
WITH PASTOR JIM GOVATOS

Which Way is Up?

JIM GOVATOS
SENIOR PASTOR,
ALOMA UMC

“So many people live in
directionlesss lives. God
has a plan and we have to
lean into that plan.”

There is a true story which Billy Graham tells
on himself. When he was a young evangelist
just starting out, he was asked to preach a
revival at a small church in rural North
Carolina. The church was difficult to find and
Graham passed by the same gas station three
times before finally stopping at the station to
ask directions from a young man who had
been sitting on the porch of the station.

Graham asked for directions to Baptist Church.

The young man gave them.

Then Graham said, “Son, I'm going there to
preach a revival and tell people how to get to
heaven. Wouldn't you like to know how to get
to heaven?” The young man replied, “Sir, I'm
not sure I'd trust your directions to heaven if
you don't even know the way to the Baptist
Church!”

In a world filled with confusion and uncer-
tainty, people are looking for direction, and
there is no end of pundits willing to offer their
opinions on everything from weight loss to
child rearing to finding true peace. In a world
filled with so many options, how can we know
which ones to trust?

You're probably expecting me to offer the
usual Christian answer—Jesus—and that
would be true, but even that can be a bit “iffy”

in this day and age, since there are limitless
interpretations of who He really was and what
he really taught. Once again, in a world filled
with so many options, how do we know which
ones to trust?

How did Jesus stay headed in the right
direction when the crowds, the religious
leaders, and even his best friend were always
tugging at Him to go in a different direction?
Even though Jesus was the Son of God and
supposedly shared God's mindset, the Bible
tells us that even Jesus needed a little help
with directions from time to time. The Bible
also tells us where Jesus looked for His
direction. In Luke 4:1-13, we're told that Jesus
followed the Holy Spirit and God’s written
Word in Scripture to resist the sidetracking of
Satan.

The Bible also tells us that Jesus often went to
be by Himself to pray to God for direction.
The most memorable time Jesus did this was
in the Garden of Gethsemane, when he was
praying over the crucifixion. The direction He
received there allowed Him to endure excruci-
ating suffering for the sake of God’s will.

We do need to find leaders we can trust, but
finding direction is also a deeply personal
thing, requiring us to search the Scriptures
and spend time alone with God in prayer. As
you look for new direction in this New Year,
don't forget the source of all true direction,
and don't be shy about using the same
directional aids He did: prayer and Scripture.
You just might find yourself heading in the
right direction!

Blessings,

Jim

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!

EMAIL: COMMUNICATIONS@ALOMAZONE.ORG

FACEBOOK: ALOMAUMCHURCHFAMILY / TWITTER: @ALOMAUMC
WEBPAGE: WWW.ALOMAZONE.ORG
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Gaining

MERRY KENDALL
DIRECTOR OF
FAMILY MINISTRIES,
ALOMA UMC

WITH MERRY KENDALL

At a church leadership conference several years ago,
one of the speakers talked about how much energy
new believers bring to a church. They bring energy,
he said, because new believers are teachable and on
fire!

That was certainly true of me. When | recognized
Jesus as Lord and Savior, the direction of
my life changed. | wanted to know more
about Jesus, but | also wanted to know
Him more. Whenever | heard people say
things like, “This will help you grow in
your faith,”l was all over it.

“As iron
sharpens iron,
SO one person

Direction through Mentorship

faith than you are. This person should have some-
thing you want - not a possession, but a quality. My
first mentor was younger than | was, but she was a
giant in the faith. | cannot even begin to tell you the
wisdom | learned from that woman as we met over
coffee once a month. Over the years, | have been
blessed with other giants in the faith that have
mentored me and helped me become a
better woman, friend, pastor, and parent.

Next, find an accountability partner. This
is someone of the same gender to whom
you are liable, responsible, and explain-

able. You will pray and study together.
“Join a Sunday school class.” | did it. Sha rpen . You will share life's difficulties and
an Oth er" triumphs together. You will cry together,
“Join a women'’s Bible study.” | did it. laugh together, and celebrate together.
(Proverbs You should trust one another completely.

“Be involved in three-tiered mentoring.”
Huh? Here is what | discovered.

Every believer should:

- Be mentored by someone

- Be a mentor to someone

« Be accountable to someone

| started this practice as soon as | understood it, and |
would not even think of walking through life today
without this practice in place. Over the years,
mentors and accountability partners have guided me
on my journey of faith and given me direction. | hope
everyone reading this article is already involved in a
three-tiered mentoring practice. If you are not, let me
encourage you to do so.

First, get a mentor, a wise, loyal, Christian advisor.
This is someone who is further along in his or her

27:17 NIV).

True accountability partners are able to
tell one another what they need to hear,
not what they want to hear.

As far as finding people to mentor, you will not have
to look for them. God will send them to you as you
grow in your faith. And if you are a parent, He has
already sent you some!

Itis a new year. What part of you needs some
improving? Find someone who already has that
quality, and ask him or her to help you achieve it.
That is your mentor. Then, find another person that
will monitor your progress toward that goal and hold
you accountable to stay on track. If you do the work
necessary, you will be able to see a new and
improved you at this time next year!

Each month Family Ministries hosts a
special “Family Dinner”in Aloma UMC'’s Fellowship Hall.
This is a great opportunity to meet our Family and
hopefully decide to become part of the Aloma UMC Family!
Please see the events calendar beginning on page 13 to
learn more about this opportunity.



Playing to Win:
MEN LEADING THE CHARGE

Behind Enemy Lines

BY ROBERT STUMP
ALOMA UMC MEMBER
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As men we often find
ourselves in the
position of Dante at
the start of his tour
through hell:“l cannot
tell exactly how | got
there, | was so full of
sleep at that point of
my journey when,
somehow, | left the
proper way.” How true
of so many lives when
one morning we wake
to find that we are
bewildered in a forest, wild and rough, without
knowing exactly how we got there or even when
we left the proper way. Yet there is solace that,
like Dante, we can gain our bearings and press on,
even if through

|

hell, and come out “...if yOou know where you are, where you

he emerges victorious; and in the last scene he
issues a challenge to rescue the remaining POWs.
Awesome!

This is not a safe mission. “The kingdom
of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it
[back] by force” (Matt. 10:11). Don't worry, we
aren't sent with only canteens and combat knives.
Our commander has been given all authority and
power (Matt. 28:18). How do we do it? First we
prepare. We load up from HQ, our field office: the
Church. We all know people who treat the church
like it is the battlefield; it's not. Home base is
where we go to be equipped, for reinforcements,
for weapons and for supplies. There is a catch: HQ
is safe so it is easy to stay there, but this is not the
front line. The truth is the devil wants you to stay
on base; he wants you to be safe. This is our fatal
flaw, our hubris. The Romans suffered huge losses
in the
second

in the end at . Punic
heaven. are going, and how to get there, you can

H . because
Howdidweger  Lraverse hell and arrive strengthened in -
here? The short pa rad ise.” played
answer is a fallen safe;

world, but that phrase has lost its power from
overuse and under appreciation. The truth is
we're in the middle of a war. Creation didn't just
fall; it fell to the enemy like France fell to the Nazis.
This is where we are: occupied France, behind
enemy lines. The good news is D-day has already
come. Jesus invaded creation; he has already
stormed Omaha; victory is assured.

Where are we headed? What are the marching
orders? To make disciples of all nations; to baptize
in the names of the Triune God; to be witnesses to
the ends of the earth. It is a rescue mission. If you
have enlisted into the Kingdom of God your
mission is to go behind enemy lines and release
the captive POWs. This all sounds familiar
because the Gospel, was the basis for the plot of
Rambo: First Blood part II. Even the name has
Christian overtones. A man is dropped in wild
country to rescue POWs; after being left for dead

they stayed near Rome while Hannibal amassed
territory and arms. As Livy says in his history,
“[They] did not provoke him while he remained
quiet.” Sound familiar?

All right, grab your field guide, | mean your
Bible—if you don't have one head over to HQ;
they've got plenty. Now read Matthew 10:15-
31,34. Go ahead, I'll wait here. This is the reality;
this is what war looks like. If you are not experi-
encing it, you need to leave base and get to the
front. War is hell, but like Dante if you know where
you are, where you are going, and how to get
there, you can traverse hell and arrive strength-
ened in paradise.

For information on the Men'’s ministry, please see
the events calendar beginning on page 13.



SENIORS MAKING THEIR LIVES COUNT

God’s Given Direction

BY JEANNE
EWING-LUTZ
ALOMA UMC MEMBER

“I will instruct you and
teach you in the way
you should go; | will
counsel you with my

loving eye on you!”
Psalm 32:8

Clear-cut DIRECTIONS provided the calling to
my Lord’s work. The first was as a twenty-year
old wife and mother. The dance halls and the
bars closed on Sunday so we attended a revival
at Calvary Baptist Church in Altoona, PA. Evan-
gelist Dr. John Carrera offered the Plan of
Salvation, "Have you ever received Jesus Christ
as your Savior, not just “head knowledge,” but
“heart knowledge?" My heart was pounding so
hard and then, the altar call. | wanted to retain
my pride, slouch in my seat and hide, but, a
force from far beyond yanked me forward to
make my decision for Christ.

My next DIRECTION was graduating from
Altoona Bible Institute and later Child Evange-
lism Institute. The former gave me understand-
ing; the latter prepared me with grace and love
to engage in the Lord’s mission field.

We were DIRECTED to the mission field turning
down offered full-support. | told the Lord,
“Anywhere, except Alaska” The verse given to us
was to sell everything and go. Our house sold in
five days along with everything else, except our
Volks Wagon (VW). Our family of four left the
comfort of crying families and friends in the
dark of night in an old bus towing a loaded VW
with our sons’ bikes on top. On the Alcan
Highway, the VW caught fire and we watched
the RCMP push it over the embankment.

Within three months, no money, the only food
left was a can of soup and a box of lemon
pudding for our supper. There was a knock at
the door by a little neighbor girl to whom | had
been witnessing. She said she was hungry and
hadn't eaten all day. Over the groans of my
sons, | told her to stay. She opened the door to
two more friends. | understood how the widow
woman felt with the little oil and meal she had,
and how she shared with Elisha. The next day
we received money and from that day forward,
we never went hungry. God had promised He
would supply all our needs. The Lord had
commanded us to go, and by faith we obeyed as

did Abraham - not knowing where we were
going, but trusting God to lead, guide and
DIRECT.

Through the years, the Lord has led me to speak
at Ladies Retreats, teach Sunday School, lead
Junior Church and lead youth Bible camps. My
Bibles at home are full of names and dates of
those brought to the Lord. Volunteer work at
hospitals, nursing homes, prisons and hospice is
still part of my missionary work.

After serving the Lord for 37 years in the Last
Frontier, my husband, Rod, was called home to
be with the Lord. | asked the Lord for new
DIRECTION. That quest snatched me from the
love and comfort of my three sons, Rod, Mark
and Shell, their wives, my grandchildren and
great-grandchildren and brought me to Wycliffe
Bible Translators in Orlando for a new beginning
with Christian friends from over the world. That
path took me to Mexico and Cameroon as a
missionary. HERE | AM LORD, SEND ME!

2006 — a new DIRECTION. As a tour guide for
Princess Tours on the Alaska Railroad, | met the
man of my dreams. He opened the leaves of his
life and | entered, bringing me to Aloma. Two
years later we were married in the Alaska State
Parade. As Seniors, we have God’s clear DIREC-
TION. Itisn't about self and our problems, aches
and pains; it is about caring and helping others.
We need to apply our life’s wisdom to mentoring
youth and guiding adults to useful and mean-
ingful lives.

God'’s DIRECTIONS are always the right ones. We
are always to obey His Word and the leading of
the Holy Spirit. You never know whose life you
will touch and whose soul you save. The smile
you give may give hope and comfort.

For information on the Senior’s ministry, please see
the events calendar beginning on page 13.



From AtoB:
WITH ANDY SEARLES

Following the Signs

ANDY SEARLES
DIRECTOR OF
DISCIPLING
MINISTRIES,
ALOMA UMC

Tracie and | were almost the last off our airplane
as we slowly entered the Dallas/Fort Worth
airport. We had two hours to spend before our
connecting flight and all we had to do was to get
from Terminal D to Terminal A.

Simultaneously, we both shared aloud how we
could best find our way to the next terminal.
Tracie said, “Let’s head this way, there’s a map over
there”, and turned to the right, while | proclaimed,
“Let’s follow the signs”and headed to the left. We
paused for a moment, realizing that while we
both wanted to get to the same destination there
were two ways we could get there. We could
either read the map or follow the signs. In life,
which do you do?

There are times when we need to look at the map
to discern the best way forward. It's important in
some decisions that we not only see the route
beforehand, but that we are able to follow the
route as well. Doing so prevents us from making
too many mistakes and learning from the
well-worn, successful path that has been negoti-
ated by someone else. Discerners who “look at the
map” find comfort and solace in scriptures that
encourage us to look, plan and anticipate before
moving forward (Luke 14:28). Unfortunately, Rand
McNally hasn't written a map for your unique life!

ADVANCE / JANUARY 2012

Therefore, learning to “follow the signs” becomes
important in our Christian growth - using the
bible as the place where we see the best signs.
Pioneers and entrepreneurs seek to follow signs
because they are going where no one else has
gone. Reading the signs requires diligence,
interpretative skill, faith and an attitude that is
constantly alert to the promptings and pointing
of the Holy Spirit. When | am feeling confident or
adventurous, | like to be a‘follow the signs’'kind of
guy. It feels like the way a rough and ready
disciple of Jesus should be. A scripture that 'sign
followers'hang on to is found in Proverbs 3:6 -“In
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make
your paths straight”

So, as you move forward in your faith and as you
seek to follow the great plans that God has for
you this year, how are you going to proceed?

| would humbly suggest the best way to discern
the direction that God has for you is to become
good at reading the signs. Why? Because the plan
that God has for you is unique. No one else has
ever lived your life and while there are principles
that we can glean from the experiences of others,
your path can only be walked by you. | am
convinced that God wants to do things that have
never been done before and wants to release His
followers to go to places where they have never
been before. His great commission demands this.
Following the signs means that we must become
familiar with God’s voice, His desire, and the
prompting of His Holy Spirit. It involves us leaning
on people who know us better than we know
ourselves to journey with.

When you are travelling around the airport
whether you follow the signs or look at the map, it
doesn't really matter. But in life, where there is no
map, it is crucial that we follow the signs that God,
often subtly, but always - places before us. Walk
by faith and not by sight this year!




SERVING BEYOND OUR WALLS

| was standing on the small balcony of the House of
Hope in Bayonnais, Haiti. It was New Years eve 2006.
The night winds seemed to be whirling around to the
rhythm of the wildly beating drum. My mood was one
of puzzlement and sadness. The sound coming from
the native drum was not the sound of hope and joy for
the new year ahead. Instead, the continuous drum-
ming noise seemed to shout out threats, fear and
intimidation. The drumming and chanting was coming
from the village voodoo priest.

| was puzzled by the strong hold of voodoo over so
many Haitian people. | was saddened that so many
had not yet heard the saving message of Jesus Christ.
Or if they had heard they continued to turn their back
on the love offered by Jesus. | also realized that it is not
only in Haiti that evil has such a strong hold over
humans. This is true in all countries of the world,
including the United States. People seek meaning to
life through money, popularity, self centeredness and
other “worldly” pursuits.

Since that night in 2006 so much destruction has come
to Haiti, hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, starvation,
sickness. However, much love and hope has also
“rained” down upon Haitians through humanitarian
and Christian organizations. Aloma supports ICDM
(International Christian Development Mission) in Haiti.
Under the leadership of missionary Yvan Pierre, ICDM
opened and maintains a local school, provides a daily
meal to over 600 children attending the school,
installed a water purification system in Bayonnais,
organized small business opportunities (such as the

G.0.A.T program), and opened pastor training and
evangelism classes. ICDM shows and teaches that the
meaning of life is not found in all of the worldly ways,
but by following the ways of Jesus. Voodoo and the
world don’t have the answers. Jesus does.

Peace & contentment can be found in the simple
things of life. Joy and satisfaction come from giving
and sharing. As you look ahead into this new year, take
time to reflect upon
your direction in life.
Are you whirling
around to wildly
beating drums? Are
you focusing your
time, energy and
finances on the
things of the world?
A new year is starting.
This is a chance for new beginnings and hope. | pray
that the beating you hear this year comes from the
beating of a caring Jesus filled heart.

For more information on ICDM and the work taking
place in Haiti visit their website at www.icdm.us

CATHY HATCHER
ALOMA UMC MISSIONS
CHAIRPERSON
RACCOCARS@EARTHLINK.NET




Feature:

WOMEN FINDING DIRECTION

BY CHARON HANNOCK
ALOMA UMC MEMBER

When | think of the song “We Are the Church’, |
believe it was written with ladies such as Ann
Darty-Riley, her daughter, Carol Repass, and
granddaughter, Lindsey Wolf in mind. They are 3
generations of faithful members
who joined the Aloma family in
1986. Family plays such an impor-
tant part in their lives that the
decision to become members,
included their siblings, spouses and
children.

They are an example of women who
have made it through life simply by
doing things according to God'’s
direction. Ann was born and raised
by her Mom and Grandparents in a small town
in South Carolina. Sundays began with her
family attending the local Methodist church.
Then all her aunts, uncles, and cousins would
gather at her Grandma'’s house afterwards. “It
was like a family reunion every Sunday.’ She
laughs. “We would eat and then my cousins and
I would do things like ride the buggy over to the
watermelon patch to bring back a dessert or
play all sorts of games like jump rope.”’

The fond memories of those gatherings stayed
with her years later when she met the man who
would become her husband. “I always knew
that when | got married | would have a big
family” Carol, the oldest of 4, remembers
moving across the country a few times before
her parents finally settled in Florida. Her Dad
was a Doctor who served his residency in New
Orleans, and later Walter Reed Army Hospital in
Washington, DC. Ann worked alongside her
husband as a medical assistant. “Our bedtime
routine was always the same. Dad would stand
in the hallway by our bedrooms and listen to us
recite our prayers. Then he would finish by
saying the Lord’s prayer” It’s a tradition that

continued years later when Carol married and
had 3 children of her own. “In our house the
kids always knew that Sunday meant getting up
early and going to church,” Lindsey remembers

accompanying her parents to bible study at
church members’homes. “The adults would get
together in one room while one of the parents
would stay with the kids and teach us”

In a day and age
where the younger
generation tends to
seek outside
interests away from
family, there’s a
closeness and
respect, that is
evident when they
speak of one
another. “I still seek
out my Mom for advice to this day.” Carol said “I
know Lindsey does as well” “Since | was the
oldest, | got to spend a lot of time with Nana
when | was a kid.” Mrs. Wolf recalls.“My Mom
and Dad worked so my Grandma would pick me
up from Preschool at Aloma and take me to her
place” Mrs. Riley says the reason why they are
so close is a basic one.”l love my children but
what’s more important is that we like each
other as well” She tended to avoid arguments
in her household by choosing her battles
carefully. Sometimes she let her children work
out their disagreements on their own. On other
occasions she would step in and act as a
mediator. “It's something my Mom used to do
with me. At a very young age she gave me a
part of our yard exclusively for my garden. She
let me tend to it whatever way | wanted, right or
wrong. | learned a lot that way.”

The number one thing | learned from my Nana
is compassion and caring for others.” Lindsey
adds. Carol agrees“She is a great example of
Jesus’love. She always puts others first, whether
it's bringing meals or making phone calls to
someone who is sick or shut in. She is very kind
to kids. Whatever she does it’s as if she’s asking
herself, what would Jesus do?” Ann responds
by saying her Children and Grandchildren have
taught her patience and the latest board games.




WOMEN FINDING DIRECTION

Carol majored in Math at the University of Central Florida. After
graduation she worked at various jobs including substitute
teaching. One Sunday, her pastor, Reverend Case, preached a
sermon where he called on his parishioners to “let their light
shine and use the talents that God has given you". Carol took the
message to heart and dedicated herself to a career as a teacher.
“With my degree in Math | could have taken a higher paying job
at the big engineering companies but | loved teaching.”
Lindsey followed in her father’s footsteps choosing to go into
the medical field and work as a Physician’s Assistant. | asked
what that decision was based on.“l knew | wanted to help
people in high school. In college | shadowed different medical
positions and found that PA was the best fit" Carol said | admire
Lindsey’s determination. She stays very focused and doesn't
quit, whether she’s running a marathon or doing some other
difficult task, once she sets a goal, she accomplishes it."

At the age of 21 Lindsey was diagnosed with a brain tumor.
Carol told her daughter later that the experience strengthened
her relationship with God. They learned to rely on Him & trust in
whatever the outcome would be. Besides this medical crisis,
Lindsey considers the time when she faced the end of her first
marriage as one of the most difficult of her life. “It was so hard
for me to go to my Mom and Nana and tell them | was getting
divorced. No one else in my family had done that. | felt that | had
failed them as well as myself. | was amazed at how my Mom and
Grandma showed me such forgiveness and understanding. That
taught me a lot about unconditional love.!” Carol adds “l immedi-
ately dropped everything and flew out to Colorado” (where
Lindsey lived at the time). “l helped her pack and we drove back
here!” | asked Carol how she handles the low points in life.“No
matter what decision | make | seek God'’s direction first.”

Lindsey recently married Erik Wolf and plans to carry on family
traditions to their children. “When | lived in Colorado it was hard
being so far away from my family. | missed our regular holiday
get togethers with my siblings and cousins.” Ann says she talks
with her family in South Carolina every week. Anyone familiar
with these ladies knows that Music plays a huge part in this
family. Each has sung in the choir and plays musical instruments.
Carol has taken her musical talents one step further filling in as
director on many occasions for events such as the Christmas Eve
services. This has earned her the nickname of Choir Mom to the
chancel choir. “Next to God, having support of our family is the
most important thing to us.” Carol adds.

That includes their extended church family. They each have a
story to tell of how their church family has helped them. For Ann
it was when her home was damaged by Hurricane Charlie. Linda
Lou Smith opened her home to their family and let them stay
until their house was repaired.

There's a huge smile on Carol’s face as she describes all the ladies
in her circle at church who support her daughter. | asked about
how her family managed to avoid the drama that seems to be
portrayed in the media today. “When your family is centered in
Christ it makes all the difference. It applies to your spouse as
well. At our last Family reunion with Skip’s family | remember
one night when we'd gathered together to pray. | looked around
at everyone present. | was overwhelmed by the thought of how
many of them were active as preachers and in the mission field
(As | write this her younger daughter Stacy is on a mission trip to
Haiti.) “It was only natural that Lindsey would marry (Erik) a
preacher’s son.” She laughs.

These ladies who share a genetic and spiritual bond are a great
example of how much we need family to get through life. It
prompts me to add 2 more New Year’s resolutions to my list;
Never let a day go by without letting my family know how much
I love, and like them. The second is never miss an opportunity to
invite someone to be a part of my spiritual family. Will you do
the same?




Final Take:
WITH ERIC TWATCHMAN

BY ERICTWATCHMAN
ALOMA UMC MEMBER

It started out as an aimless vacation. We
started by deciding which direction to go, and
then drove. Then while we drove, we decided
what to do next. We went past St. Leo college,
and a small museum near there. We ended up
at Tarpon Springs and Cross Creek (Marjorie
Kinnan Rawlings’s home). On the way from St
Leo, however, it was close to lunch time, and
we had a choice to make: i.e, where to eat. It
was about then that we saw a small town that
seemed to be on our way - just out of it.

It was Masaryktown. As soon as | saw it, it
struck me that this town might have been
named after Masaryk, one of the founders of
Czechoslo-
vakia. This
meant that
Masaryk-
town could
be a verita-
ble cornuco-
pia of Czech
food.

Now, at this
point, | have
to confess
that I don't
really know
that much
about Czech food, but | figured it sounded
ethnic, so it was worth a shot. What was more,
since the place was named after the founder
of the country, then there'd be quite a variety.
So off we went. It was only 20 or so miles out
of the way - no biggie (maybe 30 - it's hard to
be sure).

We wended our way down the back roads and
made it to the goldmine of Czech culture. By
the time we got there, | was imagining quaint
eastern European houses, costumed inhabit-
ants, statues, and all sorts of Czechy food.
What a great time we'd have. It would be

almost like going to Czechoslovakia without
the trip.

So in we drove. It's not a big town. We drove
the two blocks to the other end of town and
went past the one restaurant and the post
office. We got to the other end - and the only
place to eat was the one place we'd passed on
the way in - a Cuban restaurant.

Since we put off lunch a bit to go to the center
of Czech culture in Florida, we were hungry. As
it turned out actually, really pretty hungry. So
in we went to the Cuban place. We asked
around and it turns out that, years ago, there
had been a bunch of
Czechs here. In all
that time, most of the
Czechs left. Now,
pretty much every-
one else lived there,
but mostly Cubans,
hence the restaurant.

It was pretty good
food. The restaurant
was pretty cool. All in
all we had a nice
lunch. Just a bit out
of the way. Not a bit
Czech.

| suppose that it has happened to everyone:
the direction that you're headed is where you
want to be going. You anticipate what it will
be like when you get there. Perhaps you set a
store ‘o dreams by what it will be like. It just
wasn't the place that you thought it would be.

Now, | don't know what research there is for
former Czech towns in Florida. But | do know
that God has been in the business of leading
His people. Not, of course, to Eastern
European restaurant-laden towns, but in life.




January Events
SPECIAL EVENTS

Want to know more about God’s favor? Come join us at

Famly Dinner Alpha, where everything begins. Alpha is Aloma UMC’s

Wednesday, January 25th introductory/refresher course on the fundamentals of

5:45pm to 7:00pm having a relationship with Jesus Christ. Alpha is

Located in the Fellowship Hall where you will get your questions answered, make
new friends, and grow closer to God. For more

Family Ministries welcomes Super Bowl champion, Fred information, contact Martha Virginia Spivey

Stokes, to Aloma’s Family Dinner. While playing with the mvspivev@earthlink.net.

Washington Redskins, Fred received the much coveted
Super Bowl ring in the 1992 Super Bowl. After 10 years in

the NFL, Fred retired and began to live out his purpose in C H I L D R E N & YO UTH

life through the formation of the Fred Stokes Youth Ranch,
serving on the board of Directors at the Boys and Girls

Club of Vidalia, GA, participating in mentoring programs Sunday School Classes:

in youth homes, promoting his autobiography, "The

Bridge that Brought Me Over", and traveling the country * B.L.G House Sunday School
empowering and motivating change at schools, corpora- 4-year-olds through 3rd Grade

tions, events, and churches. Make your reservations now
at www.alomazone.org, because you will not want to miss | * Garage Sunday School
this outdoor Super Bowl party with a Super Bowl cham- 4th through 6th Grade

pion!
* Youth Sunday School

Become a Courageous Man in 2012! 7th through 12th Grade

Saturday, January 14th
9:30 am to 2:00pm
Located in the Sanctuary

*For Sunday School classes, children, tweens, and youth
join their families in the sanctuary at 10:30 for the open-
ing of worship and are dismissed to their age-appropriate

The Men of Aloma UMC are hosting a gathering for all groups.

men to help all men become courageous leaders in their
families and community. We will screen the recently
released film, Courageous, on Saturday, January 14th, 9:30
am in the Sanctuary. The screening will be followed by a
steak luncheon. The whole thing is free, but we'd like you
to sign up by contacting the Church Office (407-671-

Wednesday Night Bible Study (6:15 pm to 7:30 pm):

*VIP Kids
4-year-olds through 3rd Grade

*The Kool Crew

2180) or nancym@alomazone.org. 4th through 6th Grade
* Youth Group
Alpha 7th through 12th Grade
Thursday, January 26th
6:30pm to 8:30pm For more information, please contact Merry Kendall
Located in the Fellowship Hall at merryk@alomazone.org.
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January Events

ADULTS

Women'’s Bible Study

Starting January, 12th

Will be held every Thursday from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Located in the Gensis Room

Men's Prayer Meeting
Every Saturday from 7:30 am to 9:00 am
Located in Room 30

Friendship Class
Every Sunday from 10:30 am to 11:30 am
Located in Room 24

Insight for Living
Every Sunday from 10:30 am to 11:30 am
Located in Fellowship Hall

Seekers Sunday School Class
Every Sunday from 10:30 am to 11:30 am
Located in Room 25

Couples and Spares Sunday School Class
Every Sunday from 10:30 am to 11:30 am
Located in Room 32

The Life of Jesus - Bible Study

Starts January, 15th

Will be held every Sunday from 9:00am to 10:00am
Located in Room 25

Men’s Bible Study
Every Tuesday morning from 6:00 am to 9:00 am
Located in the Church Office Building.

*For information on how to join a small group,
please contact Pastor Andy at
andys@alomazone.org.

Christian Quilters

Every 2nd and 4th Monday from 9:00 am to
12:00 pm

Located in Room 32

SENIORS

Senior Exercise
Every Tuesday and Friday from 9:15 am to 10:00 am
Located in Room 24

Senior Bible Study
Every Tuesday from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Located in Room 32

Senior Adult Council
Wednesday, January 25th
11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Located in Room 30

SPECIAL NEEDS

Grief Support Group
Every Wednesday from 6:00pm to 7:30pm
Located in Room 24

Stephen Ministry

Tuesday, January 3rd from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Located in Room 32

This ministry provides Christian care giving to those in need.

JFON Immigration Clinic
Tuesday, January 10th from 3:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Located in Room 30

Family Prayer and Support Group
Every Wednesday from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Located in Room 31
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January Events

LESSONS &
REHEARSALS

Men'’s Chorus Rehearsal
Every Thursday from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Located in the Choir Room

Bells Alive Rehearsal
Every Wednesday from 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Located in the Choir Room

Praise Team Rehearsal
Every Wednesday from 7:00 pm to 7:15 pm
Located in the Sanctuary

Praise Choir
Every Wednesday from 7:00 pm to 7:15 pm
Located in the Sanctuary

Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Every Wednesday from 7:16 pm to 7:45 pm
Located in the Sanctuary

Beginning Bells Rehearsal
Every Monday From 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Located in the Sanctuary

*To join an Aloma UMC musical team, please
contract Mark Jaeger at markj@alomazone.org.

COME JOIN US AFTER EACH WORSHIP SERVICE
IN OUR NEW GENESIS ROOM
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